Hatfield’s going to the dogs

Township’s park for canines opens on Saturday

By DAN SOMIL
Staff Writer

Starfing at ¥ am. Saturday,
I‘ilnlﬁ:ld Township 15 going to the

ogs.

More precisely, the fwn-
ship's new Dog Park will open its
gates for the first time, to two-
and four-legged towmship res-
idents who want to come out and
miect other dogs.

“On Saturday we'll be having
an open house program from 9 to
11 am., which will have a brief
ceremony to basically cut the
ribben and admit people and
make it kind of a special affair,”
said Hatfield Parks and Recrea-

“We'll sctually have our com-
mizsiorers  President  Sceft
Brown there to unhook a couple
of leastves that will be strung fo-
gether, and [envision him stand-
ing before a bunch of people and
the dogs all sitting there on their
leashes obediently listening to
Scott,” Stock said,

The dog park islocated ot 2500
North Chestnut Street, adjacent
1o the township's park and trail
system, and will be open from
dawn to dusk seven days a week
starting Saturday,

The park features separate
areas for “bold”™ or “tender”
dogs, which Stock said depends

tion Director Nancy Stock.

DOGS

on how well your dog plays with
others.

Conltinued from Paga A1

the :
Dmm must clean up after
their dogs and repair any holes
they dig in the park; no food,
ass containers, smoking ar al-
g{ahul,orani.malsother than dogs
are allowed in the park; and dog
owmners or handlers are responsi-
ble for any injuries ar
damage nn::}.;ug']ed by dolgs?ptelfg
bring to the park.

A complete list of dog park
rules can be found at www, hat-
fleldtownship.org/do Fermmil
ar call (215) 835-0900,

“Ope of the things people
ought to realize is that you're

ing there to be with your dog,
gg};ugu should stay a]egtnaud ﬁ-
tentive to your dog and what it's

doing,” =aid Stock

Construction of the park was
funded with a grant from the
=tate’s Department of Conserva-
tHon of Natural Resources, and
has been o desired feature of the
Hatfield Township-Hatfield
Borough open space plan for
several years, Stock said.

“It'a oot a place for you go to
=it there with a book and a fold-
ing chair. People have said to us,
‘B hy are there no benches in the
park? — but the peint is that
wou're not there to gitan a bench
and relax and chit-chat with
vour neighbors. You'll be there
to interact with your dog, and
oversee your dog having fun
with other degs," she said.

“The tender dog area is meant
for dogs that are shy, youmg,
small, nervous, elderly, recover-
ing from injuries, or selitary,
Owaers can move back and forth
between the fwo arens based on
how their dog is behaving that
day, but we didn't want to just
say the arcas were for small or
big dogs,” said Stock,

All dogs must be accompanied
by owners or handlers who are at
least 16 years old with valid driv-
er's license or ID; the dogs mast
be legally licensed, currently
vaccinated and healthy; and no
dogs umder 5 months ofd or fe-
male dogs in heat are allowed in
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GECFF PATTOMN/THE REFOFTER

DOGS AND
OWErS enler
the Hatfleld
Dog Park for
an Infro to
Dog Park
class led by
tradrer Kelly
Krager, left, t
familiarze do
aawvners with
the uss of the
park which
officially

opens on
Sat



